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Here | Raise My Ebenezer

The hymn “Come, Thou Fount” has in its second stanza
an interesting line that reads as follows: “Here | raise mine
Ebenezer; Hither by Thy help I’'m come.” This language
is taken from 1 Samuel 7:12 “Then Samuel took a stone,
and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name
of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped
us.” (Samuel set up this stone after the Lord had helped
the Israelites defeat the Philistines in battle.) The hymn was
written by Robert Robinson in 1758 who was converted
to the Christian faith after listening to George Whitefield
preach. He was 17 years old when he and his friends went
to the meeting to mock “the poor deluded Methodists” and
instead he was so moved by the message that Whitefield
preached that he was converted to Christ. Robinson became
a pastor and hymn writer and penned this hymn when he
was 23 years old.

The Ebenezer stone was raised as a memorial for the ancient
Israelites by Samuel, so that every time they would see the
stone they would recall how God has helped them in their
time of need. This same stone became a symbolic reminder
for Robert Robinson of how God had intervened in his life
through the message of His Word. The rest of the second
stanza reads as follows: “And | hope, by Thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God; He, to rescue me from
danger, Interposed His precious blood.” Robinson makes a
very important statement in his hymn and that is that the
blood of Jesus is the thing that has rescued us from danger.
To interpose is to intervene and Christ intervened on our
behalf by shedding his blood as the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. To interpose is also to intercede and Christ intercedes
on our behalf before the Father; Hebrews 7:25 Wherefore
he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for
them. Hebrews 9:24 For Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us:

When we sing of raising our Ebenezer, we are in reality
singing of the work of our God carried out through His Son
Jesus Christ. The Christ event, His death and resurrection
becomes our Ebenezer stone. It is this work carried out
for us that rescues us from our greatest dangers, sin and
unbelief, and leaves us indebted to His grace. “Oh to grace
how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! Let Thy

goodness like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it, Prone to leave the God |
love; Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; Seal it for Thy
courts above. Amen.”

As | considered this hymn my thoughts went to Memorial
Day and graduation. Every year we celebrate Memorial
Day in the United States. People go to the graveyards and
lay flowers on the graves of fallen soldiers. When I was a
boy growing up in Rindge NH, we would attend the parade
that was held in the center of our town. The parade would
wind its way down to a cemetery where someone would
play the taps and then the gun salute would take place,
much to our delight. We would march to various memorials
in town, where this was repeated in remembrance of the
fallen soldiers. In essence we would visit Ebenezer stones
and there remember what a great sacrifice these people had
made for their country. What a marvelous gift these fallen
soldiers have given us, to lay their lives down so that we can
live in freedom today. We raise up these Ebenezer stones
(memorials) so that we will never forget them and their
sacrifice.

Graduation is of course an annual event in our country
as well. Students finish their education and collect their
diplomas. It is a pivotal moment in their lives as they
consider their future. What are they going to do now? What
does the future hold for them? The high school student may
be considering a higher education or going off to work.
The college student perhaps looks forward to beginning the
career that they have been training for. They are setting their
Ebenezer stones up and with one foot planted in their past,
they move into the future. They move into their future with
all the influence of their past marking their lives.

It seems we all can look at our past and recognize
something or someone who has influenced us in some way
or another. We pray, that as our nation moves further into
the 21st century, that we would never forget the sacrifice
of our soldiers who stained the battlefields of this world
with their blood to give us the freedom we enjoy today. We
pray that our students would have success where ever their
future leads them. We pray that we all would be reminded
daily of the One Ebenezer Stone that transcends all others,
the moment in history that forever changed the course of
this world, the death and resurrection of our Lord. Christ is
risen!! He is risen indeed!!

God’s Peace, Pastor Dennis Hannu



| Birth Announcements '

Lyle & Rebecca
Matson announce the
birth of their eighth
child. Eloise ElIma was
born on March 29",
2014 at the Perham
Hospital. Eloise
weighed 8 pounds 10 '
ounces and was 21 :
inches tall. Eloise was welcomed by her parents, sisters:
Alessandra, Eve, Natalie & Sylvia and brothers: Canton,
Garin & Henry.

Eloise’s grandparents are Victor Sr. & Lola Aho of
Menahga, MN and Jack & Ann Matson of Amboy, WA.

David & Loretta Olson
announce the birth of
their eighth child. Talitha
Rachel was born on May
9t 2014 at home. Talitha
weighed 7 pounds and
was 18 1/2 inches tall.
Talitha was welcomed by
her parents, sisters: Tirzah
& Keziah and brothers:
Silas, Samuel, Daniel, Mathias & Asher.

Talitha’s grandparents are Victor Sr. & Lola Aho of
Menahga, MN and Wanda Laue of South Dakota.

| Grandchild Announcements '

Wilho & Diana Aho announce the birth of 2
grandchildren, a great-grandson and a gQreat-
granddaughter.

Their son Leif & his wife Marissa of Florida had twins,
a girl Ezria Amelia Ann & a boy Blaze Canyon Wil.

Their granddaughter Jacinda (daughter of Jeff & Rosy
Kinnunen) and her husband Alex Aili had a son, Rohn.

Their grandson Ivar (son of Ray & Rosanna Kulla) and
his wife Elizabeth had a daughter, Sharlene.

Paul & Esther Impola announce the birth of a grandson.
Peter Toivo was born to their son Philip and his wife
Amber of SC. Other grandparents are Norman & Shirley
Kangas of Ml.

Ryan &
Chelsea  Aho
announce the
birth of their
second child. |
Mira  Vivian }
was born on}
April 13",
2014 at the E=

Alexandria

Hospital. Mira weighed 7 pounds 14 ounces and was 20
3/4 inches tall. Mira was welcomed by her parents and
brother Ted.

Mira’s grandparents are Harvey & Patricia Aho of
rural Wolf Lake and Gerald and Martha Pinoniemi of

Alvin & Alisha Aho
announce the birth
of their second child.
Benson Roger was
born on May 12, 2014
at the Detroit Lakes
Hospital. Benson
weighed 7 pounds 8
ounces and was 18
1/2 inches tall. Benson
was welcomed by his
parents and brother Koen.

Benson’s grandparents are Raymond & Janet Aho of
rural Wolf Lake and Roger & Priscilla Matson of SC.

Sunday School Picnic

You are all invited to the Sunday School Picnic at the
Wolf Lake Waterfront Park. Everyone is encouraged to
come join us for food and fellowship on Sunday, June
8", 2014 following the morning service.

| Summer Schedule '

Starting Sunday, June 1%, 2014, services will begin at
10:30 AM on Sunday mornings for the months of June,
July and August.

Confirmation Classes '

Confirmation Classes will be held Monday, June 16" to
Friday, June 20", 2014 Classes will be held at the church
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Confirmation Sunday is June
22, 2014.




| Wedding Invitation '

Mr and Mrs Reino Aho
invite you to share in the joy

of the marriage of their daughter,
Stacie Joy
to
Joseph Allen
son of Allen and Brenda Olson

Saturday, the twenty-eighth day of June
in the year two thousand fourteen
at seven o’clock in the evening,
Ceremony will be held at the Aho Homestead,
47504 186th St. Frazee, MN 56544
Reception immediately following ceremony at

Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church
15275 Co Hwy 45 Menahga MN 56464.

In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will
be held at the church.

| Apostolic Lutheran Church Convention '

2014 Annual Convention of the Apostolic
Lutheran Churches of America

July 10 through 13, 2014

The Hockinson, Washington congregation of the
Apostolic Lutheran Church of America extends a warm
welcome to all, as we are hosting the 2014 annual
convention.

The convention will be held at Skyview High School
in the Salmon Creek area of Vancouver. The address is
1300 NW. 139th Street, VVancouver.

The services will begin at the Hockinson church
on Wednesday evening, July 9th at 7pm. We will
then continue services at Skyview High School on
Thursday, July 10th through Sunday, July 13th. As in
the past, service times will be 10, 2 and 5, with meals
following each service.

If you have special lodging needs, or would like to
stay with a family in the area, please contact:

Marilynn Christopher - Lodging Coordinator - 360-
687-7422

We look forward to seeing you soon and we pray for
Gods blessings as we fellowship around His Word.

Please contact us if you have any questions or
concerns.

On behalf of the 2014 ALC Convention Committee

John Isaacson, Committee Chairman and Planner -
360-903-1379 - johnisaacson01@msn.com

Lost & Found

Please check the fellowship hall & kitchen for left
behind pans & containers and the coat racks for articles
of clothing or miscellaneous items that you or your
children may have left behind.

~ Thank you!

| Showers '

A Baby Shower was held for
Jolie Ingvalson at the church.

A Bridal Shower was held for
Stacie Aho at the church.

A Baby Shower was held for
Ashlyn Aho at the church.



| Baptisms l

A

Reagan James Sikkila, son of Jared & Kendra Sikkila
of Osage, was baptized on Sunday, April 6, 2014, at
the home of his parents by Pastor Dennis Hannu. His
sponsors are Jamie & Tamara Aho of Wadena, Jamin &
Gina Aho of Frazee, and Dennis & Miriam Hannu of
Sebeka. His grandparents are Wilfred & Phyllis Sikkila
and Lee & Diane Somero both of New Ipswich, NH.
His great-grandparents are Jennie Hanson of Watertown
SD, Nancy Somero of New Ipswich NH, and Florence
Hannu of Moore, SC.

Nels Brandon Aho, son of Jamie & Tamara Aho of
Wadena, was baptized on April 6, 2014, at the home of
Jared & Kendra Sikkila by Pastor Dennis Hannu. His
sponsors are Jared & Kendra Sikkila of Osage, MN and
Brandon Hanson of Ponsford, MN. His grandparents are
John & Mary Aho of Wadena and Les & Marsha Hanson
of Ponsford. His great-grandmother is Jennie Hanson of
Watertown, SD.

| News & Notes '

* Alvin & Alisha Aho & son Koen went to SC for a few
months during this past winter.

« Tyrone, Luke, Tamar and Layla Aho traveled to NH.

+ Pastor Dennis & Miriam Hannu and children traveled
to Ml to attend a funeral.

+ Chet & Dayna Anderson traveled to Ml to attend a
funeral.

« Pastor Dennis Hannu spoke at the Alston Church and
the Bruce Crossing Church while in Michigan.

+ Leila Aho & children traveled to SD.

+ Kimberly Aho & Moriah Aho traveled to SD.

+ Jared & Jolene Aho family traveled to Washington
D.C.

+ Curtis & Ruby Aho moved to SC.

+ Joe & Jasmine Christiansen & children moved to SC.

 Lois Impola traveled to MI.

» Hannah Aho & children traveled to NH.

» Pete & Linda Levijoki traveled to CA.

 Victor Sr. & Lola Aho traveled to MI.

» Hazel Aho traveled to FL.

 Victor Jr. & Stacy Aho & children traveled to MI.

« Paul, Esther, Lois & Betsy Impola traveled to SC.

+ Les & Marsha Hanson traveled to WA.

Some of the visitors in the past few months were:

+ Brian & Elsa Hill & family from WA.

« Will & Jennifer Yliniemi & family from WI.

 Brian Seppanen from WA.

 Nick & Sheri Anderson & family from WA.

« Tim Kangas from WA.

* Andy & Ruth Farrey from WA.

* Robert, Jared & Alan Estola from M.

« Will & Jennifer Yliniemi & family from WI.

+ Tom & Lisa Bisila & family from Isanti, MN.

+ Jed & Krista Estola & family from M.

» Brent & Karen Seppanen from SD.

+ Amanda Ketola from NH.

* Mr. & Mrs Roger Latto from AK.

Thanks to those who visit here, we are truly blessed.

| Remember in Prayer '

*“...pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16)

« Family of Skyler Impola * Raphael & Linda Aho « Our Elderly

+ Joan Koskela « Art Latto « Shirley Yliniemi

» Pastor Don Salo + Ray & Marge Kumma « Elsie Aho

» Greg Impola * Martha Aho « Billy Nelmark

* Lorraine Matson * National Leaders « Elias Aho

» Pastor Ron Holmgren * Our Missionaries *  Our Church, our Pastor and
» George Salmonson * Our Children & Youth Church leaders.

* Marvin & June Nelmark «  Our Military



| 2014 Graduates l

Ethan Aho Luke Aho Micah Aho Derek Borth
Son of Son of Son of Son of
Andy & Patty Aho Joshua & Deborah Aho Victor Sr. & Lola Aho Daran & Christina Borth
Sebeka High School Menahga High School Menahga High School Menahga High School
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Joy Haataja Eli Hannu Emily Hannu Lois Impola
Daughter of Son of Daughter of Daughter of
Brian & Debbie Haataja Dennis & Miriam Hannu Dennis & Miriam Hannu Paul & Esther Impola
Menahga High School Sebeka High School Sebeka High School Sebeka High School
Graduation Open Houses Ryan Aho
Everyone is welcome to attend the Graduated from Alexandria Technical College with a
Graduation Open Houses! Degree in Law Enforcement
An Open House will be held for Luke Aho, Micah CongratUIat'o,nS to a_" the Gra(_juatES!
Aho & Lois Impola at the Spruce Grove Church We pray God’s blessings & guidance
following the graduation ceremonies in Menahga & for you now and always.
Sebeka on Friday evening, May 23",
e W Wa B T S W e Wa W Wa W T T W e WY g
An Open House will be held for Joy Haataja on Y ov T‘H' N E W S
Saturday, May 24" at the Wolf Lake sliding hill from
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. YOUTH GROUP- BIBLE STUDY
An Open House will be held for Derek Borth on We would love to have more youth attend our
Saturday, May 24 at his home (57341 110% St., Bble studes. We meet on the 2nd and 4th
Menahga) from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Wednesdays of each wonth unless there is

church. ff "your youth would need a ride please
on Sunday, May 25" at their home (49205 Kangas Rd, | cOntact someone cdosest to \Fjou that regularlg

An Open House will be held for Eli & Emily Hannu

Sebeka) from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM. attends or contact Tgrone. outh ages 4 an
over are welcome to attend. T\jrone Ano can

An Open House will be held for Ethan Aho on be reached at 212-120-409%.

Sunday, June 1% at his home (48767 Co Hwy 19,
Sebeka, MN) from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM.




Funeral

Skyler Thomas Impola, age
5, went to be with his Jesus on
May 1%, 2014,

Skyler was born on April 8th,
2009 in Portland, OR, joyfully
welcomed by Jethro and Molly
(Hanson) Impola. They lived
in Yacolt, WA until 2012,
when they moved to MN. He
treasured his younger siblings,
Rystin and Vayah, and looked
forward to meeting another soon. Skyler attended Spruce
Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church with his family. He
loved to sing, create, play with his siblings and friends,
help on the farm, and to learn about everything. His
questions about Heaven have been answered, his love
for Jesus has multiplied. Skyler had a generous, tender
heart, and his big smile will be remembered by many.
His grandparents, Paul and Esther (Aho) Impola and
Tom and Wendy (Barney) Hanson, along with 19 aunts
and uncles, and 21 cousins and many friends feel the
emptiness of loss, but the hope of meeting him again.
Skyler knew many Bible verses that have comforted
and encouraged. ‘I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me’ -Phillipians 4:13.

The funeral was held on Thursday, May 8" at the Spruce
Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church, the visitation was the
evening before, also at the church. Pastor Dennis Hannu
officiated. Singing included Skyler’s favorite songs
and a song by his Sunday School class. Pallbearers and
honorary pallbearers were his uncles, Jonas Impola,
Phillip Impola, Loren Impola, Justin Impola, Calvin
Impola, Naaman Impola, Damen Hanson, and Jaden
Hanson. The interment was in the Balmi Cemetery near
Wolf Lake.

| “We Care” Program l

Whenever you shop at Central Market in Detroit
Lakes, ask for the We Care stamp on your receipt (They
usually do that automatically) and turn in your receipts
to Miriam Yliniemi. They give a 1% rebate to our
church for all sales receipts turned in.  Miriam turns
them in quarterly for rebate. So far only a few people
have turned in receipts and yet over the years we have
received over $2000 in rebates for the church so they
add up even if it seems insignificant. The receipts must
not be over a year old.

| Care Committee '

Spruce Grove Church Care Committee
The Spruce Grove Church Care Committee was
established a few years ago. The purpose of this
committee is to show care to those in the church and
community who are in need of it. This could be shown
with a card for someone who is ill, a gas card for those
who are travelling to and from hospitals, flowers for a
family who has lost a loved one or many other ways.
If you know of anyone who may benefit from this
outreach please contact someone from the Care
Committee: Hannah Aho, Amanda Aho or Carrie Aho

Milestones '

Olavi Seppala
~ 90th Birthday ~ 5/4/14
Marge Kumma
~ 83rd Birthday ~ 5/9/14
Tamar Aho
~ 20th Birthday ~ 5/9/14
Reino & Peggy Aho
~ 40th Anniversary ~ 5/25/14
Howard & Trudy Maaninga
~ 45th Anniversary ~ 6/14/14
Bruce & Huldy Sannes
~ 50th Anniversary ~ 6/20/14
Rylan Aho
~ 20th Birthday ~ 6/29/14

Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church
15272 Co. Hwy 45, Menahga, MN 56593
Phone: (218)538-6540
Pastor’s Office Hours:

Tues-Fri 9:00 am to Noon or by Appointment
Pastor Dennis Hannu

H :(218)837-5871 C: (218)539-0098
Church Board

Chairman: Raymond Aho  (218)538-6735
V. Chairman: Harvey Aho (218)538-6640
Secretary: Neil Aho (218)538-6690
Treasurer: Jamin Aho (218)538-6677
Members: Armas Aho (218)564-4397
Justin Impola ~ (218)639-9901
Joshua Aho (218)538-6719
Jeremy Howard (218)564-5381
Victor Aho Jr.  (218)564-5222

Financial Secretary & Newsletter Editor:
Dayna Anderson (218)564-5093
Sunday School Superintendent:
Jason Aho

(218)538-6732




Books of the Bible
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FPsalms

Lamentations
Lewiticus
Luke

Hahakkuk
Hagoai

Arcts

R ewvelation
Fomans
Ruth

Amas

Hebrews
Hosea
lsaiah
James

Zhronicles

Malachi
hark

Colossians

Samuel

Carinthians

Daniel

songofsolomon
Thessalonians
Tirmothy

Titus

hlatthiess
Micah

Jeremiah

Joh

Dreuteranormy
Ecclesiastes
Ephesians
Esther

Mahum

Mehemiah
Mumhbers

Joel

Zechariah

John

Chadiah Lephaniah
Feter

Janah

Exodus

Jashua
Jude

Ezekiel
Ezra

FPhileman

Fhilippians
Froverbs

Judges

Kings

Galatians

Genesis



Sunday Meals at Church Notice
If you are on adinner group, but not serving on a Sunday
when there is a meal, please bring a dessert and a salad.
If you are not on a group and would like to bring either a
salad or dessert, please feel free to do so. All meals will
be potluck unless announced in church.
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Radio Broadcast

Echoes of Mercy broadcast KWAD Wadena
920 & 1430 AM Sundays: 8:05 A.M. — English, 9:00
A.M. - Finnish Sponsored by Spruce Grove, Menahga
and New York Mills Apostolic Lutheran Churches

Church Website

You are invited to check out the church website at:

www.sprucegrovechurch.org New pictures are added
often. Services are live online and are also recorded and
may be accessed any time. Please call the church at
(218) 538-6540 if you have any problems.

Newsletter
The newsletter is also available online, if you prefer
not to receive the newsletter by mail, please e-mail
sgalcnewsletter@gmail.com and ask to be removed
from our mailing list. Also if you know of anyone who
would like to receiver our newsletter, please call the
church at 218-538-6540 and leave the name & address
of the person who would like to receive it.
Telephone Services
Services can be listened to over the telephone, please
check the calendar for details.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
4 Sunday School 10:00 AM S 6 7 8 9 10
Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM Youth Group Worship Service
Worship Service & 7:30 PM 8:00 PM
Communion 11:00 AM Adult Bible Study Organist. Sarah
Organists: Megan & Jolie 2:00 PM Sound: Tyrone
Sound: Jason Coffee Group # 1
11 Mother's Day 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday School 10:00 AM Family Bible Study
Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM 8:00 PM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Organist: Sarah
Sound: Chet
18 Last Day of Sunday School | 19 20 21 22 23 24
Sunday School 10:00 AM Youth Group Graduation in
Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM 7:30 PM Menahga & Sebeka
Worship Service 11:00 AM Adult Bible Study
Organist: Deborah 2:00 PM
Sound: Jamin
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Memorial Day | Green Pine Acres Family Bible Study Song Service
Nursing Home 8:00 PM 8:00 PM
Worship Service 11:00 AM Service Organist: Megan
Organist: Patricia 2:00 PM Sound: Nate
Sound: Andrew Coffee Group # 2

May Cleaning Group
Keith & Jamie Aho
Levi & Andrea Yliniemi
Paul & Esther Impola
Max & Ashley Aho
Pete & Linda Levijoki

The numbers to dial to listen to the services over the telephone are:
Wolf Lake: 538-1030 Menahga: 564-1030
Aldrich: 445-1030 Nimrod: 472-1030
Sebeka: 837-1030
The pin number will be 787565%# for all services. When you call in, you will be asked
for the participant code and that is when you will dial the pin number followed by the
#. Then it will ask for your name, this is optional, you can either say your name and
press # or just stay on the line and it will connect you after about 5 seconds.



JUNE 2014

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Worship Service & Family Bible Study
Communion 10:30 AM 8:00 PM
Organists: Ramona & Jolie
Sound: Neil
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Youth Group Worship Service
Worship Service 10:30 AM 7:30 PM 8:00 PM
Organist: Sarah Adult Bible Study Organist: Betsy
Sound: Andrew 2:00 PM Sound: Tyrone
Sunday School Picnic Coffee Group # 3
15 Father's Day 16 17 18 19 20 21
Worship Service 10:30 AM Family Bible Study
Organist: Megan 8:00 PM
Sound: Jamin Confirmation Classes 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
22 Confirmation Sunday 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship Service 10:30 AM Green Pine Acres Youth Group Adult Bible Study Stacie Aho &
Organist: Deborah & Patricia Nursing Home 7:30 PM 2:00 PM Joe Olson
Sound: Jason Service Wedding
Dinner Following the Service 2:00 PM
Group # 2
Independence
29 30 7n 712 7/3 714 T s
Worship Service 10:30 AM Family Bible Study
Organist: Jolie 8:00 PM
Sound: Neil
7/6 717 7/8 7/9 7/10 7/11 7/12
Worship Service
8:00 PM
Worship Service & Youth Group Organist: Sarah
Communion 10:30 AM 7:30 PM Sound: Nate
Organists: Megan & Betsy Coffee Group # 4
Sound: Chet Apostolic Lutheran Church Convention in Hockinson, WA July 10-13

The numbers to dial to listen to the services over the telephone are:

Wolf Lake: 538-1030
Aldrich: 445-1030

Sebeka: 837-1030

Menahga: 564-1030
Nimrod: 472-1030

The pin number will be 787565# for all services. When you call in, you will be
asked for the participant code and that is when you will dial the pin number
followed by the #. Then it will ask for your name, this is optional, you can either
say your name and press # or just stay on the line and it will connect you after

about 5 seconds.

June Cleaning Group

Nate & Carrie Aho
Harvey & Patricia Aho
Chet & Dayna Anderson
Ryan & Chelsea Aho
Andrew & Jolie Ingvalson




